Pentecost Sunday
Cycle C
Focus:  The Holy Spirit is imparted upon the disciples. 
Opening Prayer: God our Father, let the Spirit you sent on your Church to begin the teaching of the gospel continue to work in the world through the hearts of all who believe. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen. 
Reading: Acts 2:1-11, 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13, Rom 8:8-17, John 20:19-23
Historical/Cultural Background and Commentary: This week we celebrate the beginning of the Church when the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples and they began preaching the gospel to the world. 
	For nine days the Apostles along with the Blessed Virgin gathered together and prayed. On the day of Pentecost, a Jewish feast celebrating the giving of the Law to Moses. The feast is called Shavuot in Hebrew and is related to the celebration of Passover much in the same way as our Christian feast of Pentecost is related to Easter. 
	The feast is also known as the Festival of Weeks, the Harvest Festival or the Festival of the First Fruits (See Exodus 34:22, Exodus 23:16, and Numbers 28:26 cited on Wikipedia). Devout Jews from all over the world would converge upon Jerusalem to celebrate the festival in the Holy City. This is the reason why people from all nations heard the Apostles speaking in their own language and were surprised. 
	There are various parallels in this passage with the creation account found in Genesis. The creation narrative in Genesis shows the creation of the world and can be seen as the beginning of the history of the Jewish people, who like all nations trace their family tree back to Adam and Eve. 
	In the first chapter of Genesis we find that the "Spirit of God hovered over the waters". Then the author goes on to discuss the creation of the world. At the pinnacle of the story we see that God created man in His image and likeness. God, breathes the "spirit" into man and he becomes a living being. We see through the book of Genesis how the human family grows and expands until we find the people at Babble all speaking one language and attempting to build a tower that will reach to heaven. God confuses the languages of the people and they can no longer understand them. 
	In Acts we find that the Holy Spirit again descends upon the world, this time on the disciples and they begin to speak in various languages and people from all over the world heard them speaking in their languages. 
	St. Paul in his First Letter to the Corinthians discusses the role that the Holy Spirit plays in giving various spiritual gifts that are to be used to build up the body of Christ which is the Church. 
	There is also an alternative reading from St. Paul's letter to the Romans that may be used in this weeks' liturgy. In this passage Paul relates how the Spirit has been given to the believer and helps us to live a Christ centered life. He also shows that God used the Spirit to "adopt" us as His children. St. Paul says that the Spirit of God should encourage us to have confidence in Him. 
	In the Gospel reading we find that Jesus ordains His first bishops (the Apostles) by "breathing upon them" and saying "receive the Holy Spirit". The question might come to mind "If Jesus bestowed the Holy Spirit on the Apostles on an earlier occasion why did we need the Spirit to come on Pentecost?" 
	It seems that Jesus when he breathed upon the Apostles intended to impart the priestly character upon the Apostles, but that they still needed to be "baptized in the Holy Spirit" before they could fully have the power to be ministers for the Lord. 
	We see that at the beginning of the history of the Jewish people God breathed the spirit into the lifeless body of Adam and he became a living being, and at the beginning of the new people of God, Jesus breathes upon the Apostles. 
	Returning to the book of Acts we recall that the feast of Pentecost is also called the feast of First Fruits and the Harvest Festival. When the Apostles began speaking in tongues some of the people present believed that the Apostles were drunk. St. Peter preached a sermon that caused a great number of people to convert to the Christian faith. In this we see that God used the Apostolic preaching to bring a large harvest of people into the church. 
Questions for Reflection: 
	1. We pray "Come Holy Spirit renew the face of the earth" how can the Holy Spirit's coming seem to "renew" the world?
	2. Why is it significant that the Holy Spirit has given people different spiritual gifts? How does the fact that you are a member of the Body of Christ make you feel connected to others?
	3. How does the fact that you are an adopted child of God give you confidence in your daily life? 
	4. What are some ways that the Holy Spirit given to the Apostles has touched you in the ministry of the Church?
Closing Prayer: Father of light, from whom every good gift comes, send your Spirit into our lives, with the power of a mighty wind, and the flame of your wisdom open the horizons of our minds. Loosen our tongues to sing your praise in words beyond the power of speech, for without your Spirit man could never raise his voice in words of peace or announce the truth that Jesus is Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever. Amen. 
	


